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Summer assembly 2021 was in person. Getting together with a group of 

people in person to worship and talk about God was even better because it 

has been so long since we have been able to gather.  

 

Doc Maddison was our speaker this year, which was amazing. Listening to 

him speak is always so inspiring. One of his main topics of the week was a 

notebook revival. He told everyone to take out their notebooks before each 

session, and everyone took notes on what he said. He gave us four main 

steps on how we should approach listening to a sermon. The first step was 

to come hungry. This means that we should come ready to listen and 

absorb God’s word. The next step is to eat your fill. This means that we 

need to take in all that we can during the session. The final two steps go 



together, and they are to take the leftovers home and share them. This 

means that we should take what we learned at church or summer assembly 

home and share it with those around us. The next night he taught us how to 

“cook for ourselves.” He told us to memorize sections of the Bible starting 

with a verse, then a story, then a chapter, and eventually working up to an 

entire book. Doc also mentioned two different ways to think about prayer. 

The two options were a steering wheel or a spare tire. A steering wheel 

would be regular prayer that is moving you through life. A spare tire is when 

you frantically pray when something is going wrong in your life.  

 

I was an M&M this year, so I had the opportunity to discuss these topics 

with my devotion group. We had really good discussions each night about 

the sessions. I enjoyed leading these discussions, as well as leading my 

team during games and activities.  

 

Being able to finally gather with a large group to worship was one of the 

best parts of the week. It was amazing to be surrounded by people while 

playing games, singing, participating in Bible studies, or listening to the 

session. I think that this week was the reset a lot of people needed after 

being separated for so long. Everyone, myself included, connected a lot 

with Doc’s messages. They inspired me to look at how I am living, and if I 

am living for God 24/7. 


