
Re-Open with all your Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength 

Important reflection questions for NextGen leaders based on Mark 12:30 

 

Re-Openings bring excitement and anticipation as people wait to see what’s new, what 

has changed, and what things will look like in the future! Stores go through re-openings, local 

schools re-open each Fall, sports and theater groups also re-open each season. Re-opening brings 

a sense of hope, excitement, and renewal. All over, people are facing the challenge, and 

excitement, of re-opening their church buildings and ministries. People thinking intentionally will 

prepare for a grand re-opening with prayer and planning. Below are questions to guide you as 

you prepare, centered around Jesus’ comprehensive command in Mark 12:30 to “love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.” 

 

How can I love God with all my HEART, SOUL, MIND and STRENGTH as my 

church and ministries re-open? 

 

HEART – Am I focused on my primary role as a Christ follower and family member? 

- What has God taught or revealed to you during COVID-19 about healthy relationships? 

- How does this apply personally, at home, and in nurturing young people and adult 

volunteers in your ministry? 

 

SOUL – Am I growing in God’s unique gifting and call on my life? 

- List the steps you can take to be more godly in your roles with your family, the ministry 

you serve, and as a member of the church’s paid or unpaid teams: 

 

MIND – Have I sought the Lord for wisdom in the logistics of re-opening? 

- Why are we re-opening this ministry? What is the purpose of this ministry? Connecting 

with a ministry’s identity assists its leaders in knowing the unique needs God designed 

this ministry to meet. 

- How will you gauge ministry success? Many churches look at the number attending as the 

primary barometer for success. While numbers are significant, tangible commitments to 

growing in godliness daily are even more important. Your ministry can also provide an 

opportunity for young people to make a commitment showing they are ready to invest in 

deeper ministry. 
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STRENGTH – Do my re-opening plans give life, or add stress? 

- What needs to be cleaned up? Before a store re-opens all the shelves are cleaned, 

inventory is taken, shelves are restocked, items in the store are reorganized for new 

customers with new attitudes. Youth Workers and Pastors need to take similar steps. Take 

inventory of the ministry and those involved. Do you have physical spaces that need to 

be cleaned out and reorganized? Where are people spiritually and emotionally? What 

inventories do they need to take to prepare to reopen? 

- Where has God revealed that you have insufficient boundaries? Time away from home, 

hours on call, difficulty saying “No”? 

 

 

To make sure I am replenished, rested and prepared to effectively 

engage the challenges of ministry while caring for all the roles 

God has given me, I plan to (include specific growth activities and 

times to nurture your creativity): 

 

In the next month… 

 

In the next three months… 

 

In the next year… 

 

 

Who will hold you accountable to taking any of the steps listed above? 
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